Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 100 K; mean (C-C) = 0.002 Å; R factor = 0.044; wR factor = 0.097; data-to-parameter ratio = 13.5.
The asymmetric unit of the title compound, C 22 H 23 N 5 O 2 , contains two independent molecules with similar conformations; the terminal pyridine rings are oriented at dihedral angles of 23.99 (8) and 18.07 (8) with respect to the central benzene ring in one molecule and 28.99 (8) and 23.22 (8) in the other. In the crystal, N-HÁ Á ÁO and weak C-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds link the molecules into a three-dimensional supramolecular structure. Weak intermolecular C-HÁ Á Á interactions are also observed in the crystal. Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ).
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Cg5 and Cg6 are the centroids of the C9-C14 benzene and C31-C36 benzene rings, respectively. (Fig. 1) . Every independent molecule contains two symmetrical N-ethyl(pyridine-2-carboxiamide) moieties linked by a phenylamino bridge. It is noteworthy that the C═O bonds are oriented trans to the pyridine nitrogen atom, which are in accord with those reported for previous structures (Munro et al., 2010; Yan et al., 2012) . In the crystal, intermolecular N-H···O (Fig. 2 ) and weak C-H···O hydrogen bonds (Fig. 3) link the molecules into the three-dimensional supramolecular structure. The crystal packing exhibits also weak intermolecular C-H···π interaction, proved by short distance C30-H30B···Cg5 [3.6584 (18) Å] and C8-H8A···Cg6 (Table 1) . -N-ethylcarbodiimide hydrochloride (EDCI, 375 mg, 1.95 mmol) and hydroxybenzotriazole (HOBt, 440 mg, 3.26 mmol) were added to a solution of picolinic acid (200 mg, 1.62 mmol) in dry DMF (10 ml) at room temperature. After the mixture was stirred for 30 min, N 1 -(2-aminoethyl)-N 1 -phenylethane-1,2-diamine (133 mg, 0.74 mmol) was added (Lee et al., 2006) . The reaction mixture was stirred overnight under N 2 atmosphere. H 2 O (30 ml) was added to quench the reaction, and the mixture was extracted with ethyl acetate (3×20 ml). The combined organic phase was washed with brine, dried over Na 2 SO 4 , filtrated and concentrated in vacuum. The residue was purified by column chromatography (PE:EA = 2:1~1:2) to give compound (I) (264 mg, yield: 91.8%) as a white solid. Colorless single crystals suitable for X-ray structural analysis were obtained by slow evaporation of a mixture solution of dichloromethane and methanol at room temperature. 
D-HÁ
i) x À 1; y; z; (ii) Àx þ 1 2 ; y À 1 2 ; Àz þ 3 2 ; (iii) x À 1 2 ; Ày þ 1 2 ; z þ 1 2 ; (iv) x þ 1 2 ; Ày þ 1 2 ; z þ 1 2 ; (v) x À 1 2 ; Ày þ 1 2 ; z À
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Figure 1
The molecular structure of (I), showing the atom-labelling scheme. Displacement ellipsoids are drawn at the 50% probability level and H atoms are shown as small spheres of arbitrary radii. (9) 0.0027 (7) 0.0011 (7) 0.0054 (7) (7) 0.0016 (6) 0.0042 (7) C22 0.0214 (9) 0.0273 (9) 0.0188 (8) −0.0027 (7) 0.0035 (6) −0.0019 (7) C21 0.0233 (9) 0.0286 (10) 0.0260 (9) −0.0062 (7) 0.0043 (7) 0.0012 (7 
